EDUCATION

99

and Mr. Hogan, were among the first batch of under-
graduates that the National University examined for
its degrees ; Professor MacNeill, their colleague in the
Ministry, has remained a leader of the young; the
Speaker of the Bail, Professor Hayes, is another of
the staff of the same University.

In short, the University of the older Irish nation
has beyond all doubt made itself felt as a force, but
has not yet taken shape as a feature of the country.
It has hardly any social existence : it is not a society
in itself, it is not felt in the society of Ireland. Yet
politics apart, Gaelic culture apart, it is a very con-
siderable intellectual centre, where definitely clerical
factors operate in the same field with others by no
means clerical. On the side of science it is well
equipped both with teachers and with apparatus : its
medical school, now the most numerous in Ireland,
has some men working on the most modern lines. It
can never, from the nature of its constitution, become
so close and homogeneous a society as Oxford and
Cambridge, and their sister University in Dublin :
but it will no doubt acquire a solidarity of its own, like
the continental or Scottish Universities which it was
planned to resemble ; and it will certainly make higher
education much more common among the Catholic
Irish than it has been for two hundred years. So will
disappear the most real inequality between the two
nations, the two strata, warp and woof of the Irish
people: and with this disappearance a fusion will
become more possible.

Already the existence of the University brings
about new contacts. Contests in athletic sports and
in games between the various Irish colleges and uni-
versities have been maintained through the period
of most acute disorder: intercollegiate debates held
at the various centres have afforded another and
different meeting-ground: and the young men have
insisted, even against the wish of those in authority,
that these discussions should continue. On all sides